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INTRODUCTION

For many years Research and Technology Developrti€hD) activities have paid more and more
attention to incorporating policy relevant topigs their research agendas. Current water-related RTD
projects have already established operational Makis practitioners, in severahtchments / river basins,
which allow the needs of policy makers to be takea account. However, the experience has shoan th
this interrelationship is not as effective as iuldo/ should be. The success of transferring sdient
findings from the research community to operatiamsd by the water managers is in general insufficie
Science-policy integration is one of the most cawrpthallenges that scientific and policy-making
communities are facing (Quevauviller et al., 20@gtter research integration consequently is requat
the various stages of policy development. Becausgeness by itself is not sufficient, action is desk
The SPI-Water project proposes a number of con@etiens to bridge the gaps in the ‘science-policy
communication’ by providing and implementing an ye#&s operate ‘interfacing’ mechanism. For this
interfacing mechanism, use is made of the WISE-Rr&totype Web Portal system developed by the
Harmoni-CA Concerted Action supported by DG-RTDile European Commission (E.C.) under FP5.

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT USING A WEB PORTAL

The WISE-RTD Web Portal supports technically thiersge-policy interfacing through the bidirectional
linking of water-related policies, related implertagion tasks, and the available RTD results andstoo
(Willems & de Lange, 2007). This is done by linkiafthe following types of “information sources”:

e guidances on the application of RTD results antstfwy the water policy implementation;

e experiences with this application in case studie@sofng which real water policy implementations);

e the RTD results and tools itself.
The linking between these guidances, experiencdst@ls could be realized through the linking with
a general list of policy implementation tasks (cowg different water-related types of policies; #M&D in
this case) and by means of “keywords”, which coeaelist of water-related items and activities (Mfihs
& de Lange, 2007). They are classified in “Actvitelated” keywords (verbs), and “Context reldted
keywords (water-related items). By combining anvégtrelated keyword with one or more context teth
(or contextual) keywords, a context is specifiedtfe activity. For instance, by combining the keyus
“Identification” and “Driving force or pressuré’ a more specific activity is considered, dealimigh the
identification of pressures. When additional cohtelated keywords are added, the activity becomese
specific. For instance, when “Nutrient loss” afi8urface water” are considered as keywords to [tss
example, then one deals with the identificatiomuafrient losses (as a specific type of pressupesiitface
waters. The activity is now specified at the moetaded level.
In the concept developed, the linking between tieepimplementation tasks, guidances, experiemces
tools will be done through keyword combinationsclEaf the policy implementation tasks, guidances,
experiences and tools can be linked to one of roamginations of keywords.



Based on the above linking principle between infation sources, the WISE-RTD Web Portal will provide
an intelligent search function. The search fumci®based on specific water-related issues aretscid
various users such as policy-makers, water managtseholders, model specialists, etc. As suadh, th
WISE-RTD Web Portal guides the user to selectedrmattional and national scientific projects and
initiatives, including those on transboundary weitekn example of the WISE-RTD functionality with
respect to transboundary waters is found by a tseteon stakeholder participation in water resource
management. In transboundary waters mismatch cfystem and political-administrative spatial units
might lead to difficulties in ensuring integratedtar resources management for the entire basimeftne,
public participation and a clear consensus betwégkeholders are necessary for a good implementatio
the integrated water resources management priscfpiestated in the WFD and the EU Water Initiative
A guided search in the WISE-RTD Web Portal forwattdsuser to guidance and strategies for stakeholde
participation among which a few strategies focust@msboundary river basins. More specific, these
transboundary experiences cover the involvemestatdfeholders in the water resource managemerttdor t
Mesta/Nestos catchment and the Danube river baisimidd. This share of experiences and resources by
the WISE-RTD system will support the developmenpaiticipation procedures in other (transboundary)
river basins. Finally, the system intends to plevinformation with high relevance for a wide rarae
water related issues.

The WISE-RTD Web Portal has been further enhancetgruthe SPI-Water project. The water projects,
identified during the project, are uploaded to ¥eb Portal in order to achieve a critical mass atew
related information. A Web Portal Input System Ibeen developed in order to support the upload of
information and the linking of this information Wwikeywords and/or water policy implementation tasks
order to do so, a smart list of classification isehas been developed, which are cross-relatedttothe

list of available keywords in the Web Portal and list of water-policy (i.e. WFD) implementatiorskea.
This Web Portal Input System guides the user ki its own research and/or experience with tloper
keywords to the system.

In March 2007, the WISE-RTD Web Portal became pmdrthe WISE system of the E.C. (Water
Information System for Europe, www.water.europa.€le. “projects” part next to the “policy” and
“themes and data” parts.
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Welcome to the WISE-RTD web portal

Guided search Free search

The upload support tool of WISE-RTD has been renewed. It
enables to you to upload your information within minutes in
a userfriendly way..

This webportal forwards to websites with focus on information relevant for the implementation
of the European Water Framework Directive (WFD).

AtFebruary 17, 2008 a user workshop will be held in Fez

e . X Information is presented from all over Europe (and even beyond), at European, national and
Marocco. Click here for more information.

regional level as well as for river(sub-)basins.

We welcome you to provide the WISE-RTD systemn with
information on projects, tools, documents or any other
information you know that is relevant for the WFD
implementation. Click here

Register here to be informed concerning updates

Submit

Introduction on the European Water - How the portal serves the European Press here for 8 demo
Framework Directive Water Framework Directive .

The front end of the WISE-RTD Web Portal (www.wise-rtd.info).




CONCLUSIONS

The SPI-Water project shows that there is a lamgdrin the transfer of research and experiencheo t
daily practice of water managers. The difficult nister of results from research and technology
development projects to WFD implementers requirestractured science-policy interfacing system.
For this reason the WISE-RTD Web Portal has betabkshed to support this interfacing. In the cahte
of transboundary river basins, the portal can bedu® find guidance (both general and technical),
experiences or examples from several river basid,taols, in order to support integrated water ueses
management in these basins.

However, further maintenance of the content of ghigem is of major importance: future research and
experiences should be connected and existing iffbom should be maintained. The main output of the
project is a further developed WISE-RTD Web Portakering for an efficient and easy to use tool for
dissemination as well as retrieval of RTD resuReaders are invited to test the prototype systetht@an
find their water related information. When doing ptease send your feedback, through the contaet sh
in the Web Portal or vismfo@spi-water.eu

More information on the SPI-Water project can henfib onwww.spi-water.eu

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SPI-Water is a Scientific Support Priority projestder the 8 Framework Programme (sponsored by the
EC, DG-RTD, contract 044357) that has started dnNmvember 2006 and will run for two years.
There are 16 partners involved : HydroScan (Coatdin& WP4 leader, Belgium), QualityConsult (WP1
leader, Italy), Center for Water Management (WPR&lé, the Netherlands), Mediterranean Network of
Basin Organisations (WP3 leader, Spain), Envirorim&gency (UK), XPRO Consulting (Cyprus),
National Technical University of Athens (Greeceqtlolieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium), Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research (Germany)fid®f International de 'EAU (France), 2Mpact
(Belgium), Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (€gce), WWF European Policy Programme (Italy), Litan
River Authority (Lebanon), Agence de Bassin Hydigus du Sebou (Morocco), ACTeon (France).

REFERENCES

Quevauviller Ph., Balabanis P., Fragakis Chr., Véeydll., Oliver M., Kaschl M., Arnold G., Kroll A,,
Galbiati L., Zaldivar J.M. & Bidoglio G. (2005), nce-policy integration needs in support of the
implementation of the EU Water Framework DirectiZzayiron. Sci. Policy, 8: 203-211.

Willems P. & de Lange W. (2007), Concept of techhsupport to science—policy interfacing with regpe
to the implementation of the European water fram&vdirective, Environ. Sci. Policy, 10: 464-
473.



